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CAROLINE WILSON — SPORTSWRITER — EDDIE MCGUIRE’S COMMENTS 

Statement 

HON JACQUI BOYDELL (Mining and Pastoral) [6.19 pm]: I would like to speak briefly about the 
unfortunate incident in which Eddie McGuire, the president of the Collingwood Football Club, made some 
disparaging comments about Caroline Wilson. For the record and for those who do not know who 
Caroline Wilson is, she is a multiple Walkley Award–winning journalist and chief football writer in Melbourne 
for The Age. She is a highly regarded senior correspondent in her field. In an effort to continue to educate people, 
I want to highlight that it is not okay to disrespect women and that the disrespect of women in the roles they play 
in society is the centrepiece of what leads to domestic violence. I was not going to talk about this issue; I rolled 
my eyes as a woman in a senior community leadership role because I think I get immune to this sort of comment. 
It is difficult for women to talk about these issues because being a woman talking about the disrespect of other 
women immediately gets an eye roll from people who undermine the leadership roles of women in communities. 
Each of us gets tagged as being a bit of a raging feminist and a bit of a radical lunatic playing the sisterhood 
card. I get sick of that as well, but I decided to speak on this issue because this morning I heard Phil Cleary, 
a former Independent member of the House of Representatives, interviewed on Sunrise. Eddie McGuire sought 
some advice from him after making the comments. Phil Cleary nailed this issue and why people should be 
outraged about Eddie McGuire’s comments and why it is our job to continue to educate people. Phil Cleary said 
that Eddie McGuire showed Caroline Wilson disrespect as a strong woman whom Eddie McGuire obviously 
regarded as being a bit “troublesome” in her role because she challenged him in his role and that is not her job; 
she is not allowed to do that. Well, I am here to tell Eddie McGuire that she is allowed to do that. She is an 
award-winning journalist within her field and she deserves the respect of the industry she works in and that of 
the larger community. Phil Cleary also pointed out, as I said earlier, that it is important to say that it is not okay 
to make disrespectful comments because that is when domestic violence starts. The disrespect for women, their 
independence and the decisions they choose to make as individuals is disrespected by the men in their lives and 
they subsequently—not in all cases, but in every case where a woman has been subjected to domestic violence—
have been subjected to disrespect. Eddie McGuire needs to learn that the women he works with, whether he 
agrees with them or not, are entitled to their opinion. They are entitled to fulfil their role in the manner in which 
they see fit and which they determine. 

I also want to comment, because we have talked about this a lot in the house, about the senior positions of 
women on boards and within the Parliament and professional industry, which means that society continues to 
understand the relevance of having a woman on a board or a female lead football commentator. I personally do 
not support quotas within Parliament and on boards because we get exactly the comments that Eddie McGuire 
made. It means that women are seen as token women on boards and their position is undermined and people do 
not believe women have won the position as a result of their ability. We need to move past the idea of giving 
tokenism to the issue that women need to be respected on corporate boards, within the Parliament and in their 
jobs. We need to continue to educate people to understand the relevance of decision-making that women bring to 
the table and the relevance of a female senior football correspondent for The Age. It does not get much bigger 
than that in Caroline Wilson’s industry and she deserves the respect of people in that industry. Eddie McGuire 
needs to understand that his role as a leader within Collingwood Football Club, the wider Australian Football 
League community and, indeed, the media community, is that his opinion is reflected on young people and 
young boys and he is delivering a message to them that disrespecting women in that way is okay. 

Hon Liz Behjat: He’s a bully. 

Hon JACQUI BOYDELL: That is right; he is a bully. 

I am here to say to Eddie McGuire and to all the people who have supported him and defended him and his 
comments that when comments like this are made and women are disrespected, I will continue to educate people 
by making public statements that it is not okay to deliver that sort of mentoring to young people in our society. 
We are here to raise young, respectful community-minded, kind, young men. We are not here to raise young men 
who disrespect women. 
HON SUE ELLERY (South Metropolitan — Leader of the Opposition) [6.26 pm]: I want to support the 
comments made by Hon Jacqui Boydell about Eddie McGuire’s comments, contributed to by James Brayshaw and 
added to by Wayne Carey, in the conversation during which they were disrespectful to Caroline Wilson. In the 
course of the coverage of this story, a number of men made the point—I think one of them might have been 
Jeff Kennett, but I could stand corrected on that—that we would not be talking about this if they had joked about 
drowning a male journalist. That issue needs also to be tackled because I have heard others make the point that we 
need to talk about it when it is spoken about women because the statistics of violence against women are 
fundamentally very different from the statistics of violence against men. If one in three men were the subject of 
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family and domestic violence and one in five men were the victim of sexual assault, if someone used the kind of 
disrespectful and disparaging comments those three men made about Caroline Wilson, maybe we would also be 
talking about it in these terms. But, in fact, those statistics apply to women. I ask people to stop and think about the 
women in their life. As public people we know a lot of people. Just in this chamber of, I think, 15 women—it might 
be 14 or 16, but let us say it is 15—statistically, five women would have been subject to domestic violence and 
three women out of that group will would have been victims of sexual assault. That does not mean the women in 
this chamber neatly fit into that statistical grouping, but if we stop and think about the number of women we know, 
we know women who have been victims of family and domestic violence and we know women who have been 
victims of sexual assault. When people joke about violence against women, we are saying that it is not a serious 
issue. We are saying those people subject to that kind of violence are less than something. That is what they are 
saying. That is why I ask people who take the view on a kind of superficial look at how this debate has played out, 
to stop and think about those statistics and the number of women we know and then ask: actually, is it funny to talk 
about a professional woman or any woman we know in the terms used by Eddie McGuire, Wayne Carey and James 
Brayshaw? The answer to that is, no, it is not—it is not funny! 
Hon Peter Katsambanis: It was Danny Frawley. 
Hon SUE ELLERY: I am sorry, yes. 
It is not funny. They should stop doing it; and if they are in any doubt about why it is not funny and why we do not 
talk about it and why we make a fuss when it is about women and not about men, they should go and look at the 
stats and think about the number of women who they know. 
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Are there any further member’s statements? 
Several members interjected. 
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Members, I remind you that you are not supposed to speak over the top of the Chair. 
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